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1901 
• Histoire d'un crime, directed by Ferdinand Zecca was the first film to 

use flashbacks to create a non-linear narrative. 
 

• The earliest known use of intertitles was in the British film Scrooge, or, 
Marley's Ghost. 
 

• A Nymph of the Waves, the first experimental film. 

 

1902 

• Edward Raymond Turner's children and several other very short test films, the 

earliest known moving pictures photographed in color. 

 

• A Trip to the Moon is the first sci-fi movie, as well as the first film to feature 
an extraterrestrial. 
 

1903 

• The Great Train Robbery, directed by Edwin S. Porter was the 
first western film. 

 

1904 

• The Great Train Robbery, directed by Siegmund Lubin was the first film remake. 

 

1906 

• Humorous Phases of Funny Faces directed by J. Stuart Blackton is the first 

animated film recorded on standard picture film. 
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• The Story of the Kelly Gang by Charles Tait is the first feature film to be 
released. 
 

1907 

• January 19, Variety publishes reviews of two films, An Exciting 
Honeymoon and The Life of a Cowboy by Edwin S. Porter. These are believed to 

be the first film reviews published.[29] 

 

• L'Enfant prodigue is the first feature film produced in Europe. 

 

1908 

• A Visit to the Seaside is the first film to use Kinemacolor. 
 

• The Assassination of the Duke of Guise is the first film to have 

a score specifically written for it, by French composer Camille Saint-Saëns. 

 

• Fantasmagorie is considered the first animated cartoon. 
 

1909 

• The first full length feature film produced in the United States was an 
adaptation of Victor Hugo's novel Les Misérables. 
 

• Wilbur Wright und seine Flugmaschine was the first film shot from an 
aeroplane took place in April 1909. Wilbur Wright was training military 
personnel and took a newsreel cameraman on a flight in Rome to record 

this.[32] 

 

• Albert Samama Chikly took the first underwater shot. 
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1910 

• The German film serial, Arsène Lupin contra Sherlock Holmes directed by Viggo 
Larsen was the first film crossover. 

 

• For the first time,[the rights to adapt a novel are bought from a publisher, 
(Little, Brown & Company who published Helen Hunt Jackson's 
novel Ramona.) The film is made by D. W. Griffith. 

 

• D. W. Griffith makes In Old California, the first film to be made in Hollywood. 

 

1912 

• With Our King and Queen Through India, a documentary recording Indian 
celebrations around the coronation of George V, is the first feature film to be 

released in colour, using the Kinemacolour system. 
 

1914 

• Lois Weber directs The Merchant of Venice making her the first American 
female director of a feature length film. 

 

1915 

• The Birth of a Nation, directed by D. W. Griffith was the first big budget 

Hollywood epic. 
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1916 

• The Fall of a Nation, directed by Thomas Dixon Jr. was the first film sequel. 
 

• 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea is the first feature-length film adaptation of 
a Jules Verne work. Since its release, at least 56 subsequent feature-length 

adaptations have been made as of 2022. 
 

• A Daughter of the Gods is the first film with a budget greater than 
$1,000,000. 

 

1917 

• The first animated feature film was El Apóstol by Quirino Cristiani from  
Argentina. 

 

• The Gulf Between directed by Wray Physioc is the first feature film to use  

Technicolor. 
 

1918 

• Men Who Have Made Love to Me, directed by Arthur Berthelet was the first film 
to break the fourth wall. 

 

1920 

• The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, the first movie to have a twist ending. 

 

1921 

• A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court , directed by Emmett J. Flynn was 

the first film to feature time travel to the past. 
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1922 

• On October 18, the first-ever Hollywood premiere was held at Grauman's 
Egyptian Theatre, for the release of Robin Hood. 

 

• The first colour feature film made in Hollywood, The Toll of the Sea, 
starring Anna May Wong. 

• First feature film in 3D. The Power of Love by Nat Deverich, which premiered 

at the Ambassador Hotel Theater in Los Angeles on September 27. 
 

• Foolish Wives becomes the first film to cost $1 million to produce. The studio 
took advantage of its exorbitant price and advertised it as "The First Real 

Million Dollar Picture". 

 

1923 

• First 16 mm film is introduced by Eastman Kodak in the United States. 
 

1925 

• The Big Parade, the first movie to swear. 

 

1926 

• Don Juan becomes the first sound film, using the Vitaphone sound-on-

disc system, though it contains no spoken dialogue. 
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1927 

• The Jazz Singer starring Al Jolson is the first feature film with recorded 
dialogue, using the Vitaphone system. 

 

• Napoleon by Abel Gance is the first film to be filmed in the widescreen format. 

 

1928 

• Lights of New York, directed by Bryan Foy is the first all talking feature film. 
 

• Wings, directed by William A. Wellman is the first film to win the Academy 

Award for Best Picture. 
 

• The Viking is the first feature-length film in color with sound (music and 
sound effects only). 
 

Steamboat Willie, the first cartoon with synchronized sound and the first 

cartoon to feature a fully post-produced soundtrack. (Disney) 
 

• In Old Arizona, the first major Western to use the new technology of sound 
and the first talkie to be filmed outdoors. 
 

• The Air Circus becomes the first aviation oriented film with dialogue as well 
as the first film to depict the barnstormer era. 

 

1929 

• The First Academy Award ceremony takes place at the Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel, Los Angeles on May 1.  
 

• Sunrise: A Song of Two Humans wins the award for "Unique and Artistic 

Production" (denoting artistic strength)   
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• Wings wins the award for "Outstanding Picture, Production" (denoting 
technical production quality).  

o Both awards were eliminated and merged the next year into the 

single Best Picture category.  
 

• Emil Jannings and Janet Gaynor won the awards for best actor and actress, 
which were awarded for work in a number of different films throughout the 

year.  

o Acting categories were later narrowed to honor work on a single film. 
 

• Blackmail, directed by Alfred Hitchcock was the first British sound film. 
 

• The Broadway Melody, first ever musical film. Also the first sound film and 

first musical to win the Academy Award for Best Picture. 
 

• Happy Days is the first feature film to be shown entirely in widescreen  
anywhere in the world. It was filmed using the Fox Grandeur 70 mm process. 

 

• Glorifying the American Girl, the first film with sound to swear. 
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